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Lent and Valentine’s Day 
 

February brings us Valentine’s Day and the beginning of Lent, which is Feb. 17 this year. 
Both are about love.  Valentines Day is a day of human love when we are reminded and also take opportunityto 
show and tell those dear to us how much we love them.   Lent is a season of the Church year which gives emphasis 
to God’s sacrificial love and when we are reminded how much God loves us. 
 Many have heard the above verses from 1 Corinthians 13 recited in wedding ceremonies or seen them 
written on Valentine’s Day cards.  Some might think, Yeah, “Faith, hope and love, and the greatest of these is love,” I 
know, I’ve heard it all before.”  Others have heard someone say “I love you,” but a happy ending didn’t follow.  
That’s because if we speak beautiful words again and again, but do not do it with intention or understanding, then 
the words begin to sound like empty statements. 

  A better way to say that is, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”  As we read on in 1 Corinthians, it teaches that we must first connect to love, 
specifically the love of God, in order to live meaningful love-filled lives. 
 Unfortunately, we have examples how not to do it.  On two popular reality TV shows, a single man meets 
several single women, or a single woman meets several single men.  As they get to know them a little better on 
“dates”, they eliminate the women or men they are not interested in.  Sounds cruel for the losers, but it’s all done in 
the name of “love” and entertainment.  
 But God does not line up people, inspect them, and then reject the ones He doesn’t like because that is not 
what real loves does.  God knows people (all of us too) very well, and He loves us.  He knows our strengths and 
weaknesses, the secret sins and personal joys.  God desires to save us from ourselves.  His love gives us a second 
chance, and really more chances than we deserve.  No matter what sins we have committed, no matter how dirty, 
shameful or terrible they may be, God loves you with an everlasting love. 
 God does not simply profess His love in words.  Gods proves His love in action.  This is what Lent is about.  
“But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 
 Valentine’s Day focuses, for the most part, on romantic love, which is good.  It’s good if it’s also a reminder 
about showing love to others. 
 Lent gives us opportunity to intentionally connect to God, the source of love, as we are reminded of the 
depth of God’s love in Christ’s sacrificial death for us.  Christ is also the souce of love in teaching us by example, to 
love with patience, faith, generosity, wisdom, grace and all the descriptions of love mentioned in 1 Corinthisns 13. 
 I wish you a Happy Valentines Day and a blessed observance of Lent. 



  In Christ, Pastor Mitschke 
 
 
 

 

February 2021 
Sundays  
11:45am 

 
EPIPHANY 

Feb. 7 . . . . . First Sunday after Epiphany 
“Everyone Is Looking for You”” 

Mark 1:29-39 
 

Feb. 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Transfiguration 
“Listen!” 

Mark 9:2-9 
 

Feb. 17 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ash Wednesday 
 

Service time to be announced. 
 
 

LENT 
Feb. 21 . . . . . . . . . . .First Sunday in Lent 

“Immediately!” 
Mark 1:9-15 

 
Feb. 28 . . . . . . . . Second Sunday in Lent 

“By Faith, Abraham” 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday School… 
 

It will be each week at 10:45am 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
6:00-6:45pm . . . .Confirmation Class 

6:50 – 7:15pm 
Parents and Class Meeting 

 
Three members of the class are in their second year.  We will divide the class so these 
three will be preparing for Confirmation this year.  They will be studying:  The Office of 
the Keys and Confession, the Sacraments, Confirmation and preparing for Confirmation 
Day. 
 
The remainder of the Class will study the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer and 
have two  special feature presentations to close the first year. 
 

 

• Confirmation students will be getting together on Monday, February 8th 
from 5 - 7 pm. We will be working in the Swaddling Clothes room to get it 
ready for when it is open to the public. Students will also partake in 
activities and food. If each student can bring $5 to contribute for pizza, it 
would be greatly appreciated. Can’t wait for our first Team Building 
Activity!!! Hope to see everyone there. 
Any questions call Jenny Sopkin – 708-912-5366 

 
 
 

 
Edward Eugene Wilkins, (67) faithful member of River of Life, was transferred to the Church 

Triumphant  on January 12. 
 



We express our Christian sympathy to Ed’s wife Barb, sons Edward (Jeanine), Patrick (Nicole), Clint 
(Beth) and Ed’s eight grandchildren and family. 

 
The Christian Service was on January 17 

at the Patterson Funeral Home in Braidwood. For the Service, Ed’s son Patrick and grandchildren 
Dakota, Amber and Joshua read Scriptures.  Pastor Mitschke was the officiant. 

 
 
 

 
The funeral for Naomi Deborah Keller is Saturday, January 30. at 10AM,  

graveside at Naperville Cemetery. 
   The Rev. Martin E. Keller, grandfather, was the officiating pastor. 

 
Naomi’s due date was May 30th which was Debbie Larson’s birthday.   

It is a fitting tribute for our departed sister in Christ. 
 

The River of Life Church Family expresses our love and sympathy to Susan and Erich 
and the Keller Family.  May Christ’s resurrection and His victory over death grant 

comfort and hope to us all. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jeanette MacNichol returned to the hospital for eight days and is back home and 
feeling much better. 

Matt DeSalvo was home with COVID and handled it well and retuned to work Jan. 29. 
Senior Star, Romeoville:  Bill Richardson 

At Home:  Judy Bremer, and Sandra Krause 



 
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; 

I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.    Isaiah 41:10 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 10:45 in the downstairs Fellowship Hall 
For Faith, Fun, and Fellowship!! 

 

Dave Hall will be leading an Adult Lutheran Bible Class that will cover 14 different 
lessons. The units begin with creation, and the last lesson falls during the reign of King 

David. Together, our church family will learn key Bible accounts and give foundational 

learning of how God’s plan of salvation all began. 

 
 

So, then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17 
 

See you on Sunday!! 
 

 

 

 

 

Swaddling Clothes 
Our outreach ministry for families! 

Open only the 2nd Saturday of each month. 

 

February 13, 

8:30am - 12pm 

 

Please consider donating your time to this worthwhile ministry. 

Help is always needed and appreciated. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy COMMUNION 
The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is received reverently among us.   
With COVID-19, our reception of the Sacrament is still affected. 
 

Social distancing is practiced coming forward. Communicants come to receive the 
Sacrament as singles or a family. As the first family/single leaves the Communion Table,  
the next single or family comes forward. 
 
In our distribution of the wine and the bread in the Sacrament, there is now no contact 
between the pastor/elder and the people. 
 
The bread and wine are in individual cups touched only by the communicant(s).  As the 
pastor says “Take eat” . . ., each communicant takes his own cup with bread, “Take drink” ., 
each communicant then takes his own cup with wine. The pastor then speaks the dismissal. 
 
We followed suggestions and introduced these new precautions long ago. If you 
have comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with an elder or pastor. 
 
We appreciate the service of our Altar Guild for their beautiful service and add an extra 
thank you for their special work currently. 
 
Dave Hall, Head Elder. 
 
 
 


