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REMEMBERING THE PAST – LIVING IN THE PRESENT 

 
My article is quite different in that I’d like to share the story of the Sager Children, also known as the 

”Sager Orphans”.  Hopefully you will find it interesting.  I’ll try to convey my point for sharing the story and add 
a few words concerning the 256th year of our nation at the close. 

On a trip out west, Joan and I stopped at a few of the trading posts and museums that give the history 
of the early pioneers who travelled the Oregon Trail.  We camped at a state park that was developed beside 
one of the dangerous river crossings.  The excellent museum displays told the stories of the many who braved 
the trail. 

One is the story of the Sager orphans. In late autumn 1843, Henry and Naomi Sager  sold their farm 
and moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, a jump-off point for the Oregon Trail, where they stayed the winter.  In 
April 1844, the Sager family took part in the great westward migration and started their journey along 
the Oregon Trail.  Naomi was pregnant.  After five weeks on the trail, Naomi gave birth to their seventh child, 
a girl named Henrietta.   

On August 23, 1844, the wagon train reached South Pass, a high plains pass that is on the Continental 
Divide. During the descent into the Green River Valley, some of the travelers fell ill due to an outbreak of camp 
fever. Amongst those suffering was Henry. After crossing the Green River, it became evident that Henry 
wouldn't live through the night. He asked Captain Shaw, the train leader, to take care of his family, and Henry 
died soon afterwards. 

Naomi, still weakened from childbirth and mourning Henry, now had all the responsibility.   Suffering 
from a high fever,  Naomi, age 37, died. The children, the youngest three months and the oldest thirteen years, 
were left orphaned.   

There is a story that after their father died, with good advice, John abandoned the heavy wagon and 
turned the oxen into pack animals, driving a cow for fresh milk for the baby.  With John sometimes carrying 
the 3-year-old on his back and carrying the baby who weighed almost nothing in his arms, he and his siblings 
trudged on over the rugged Blue mountains  

Marcus Whitman, a physician and a Protestant missionary, together with a group of other missionaries, 
established several missions as well as their own settlement. In early October 1844, the  group with the Sager 
children  reached the Whitman Mission.   The Sager orphans found a new home with Marcus and Narcissa 
Whitman.   In July 1845, Marcus obtained a court order giving him legal custody of the seven children. 

A man from the east named Joe Lewis, hoping to create a situation in which he could ransack the 
Whitman Mission, spread the rumor among the local Cayuse that Marcus, who was attempting to treat them 
during a measles epidemic, was in fact deliberately poisoning them. On November 29, 1847, the Cayuse 
attacked. The Whitman massacre ended with the death of fourteen people at the mission, including Marcus 
and Narcissa, and John and Francis Sager.  The remaining girls were orphans again. 

The five remaining Sager orphans were brought to Oregon City. The girls were split up and grew up 
with different families.  Catherine would live with a pastor’s family, William and Mrs. Roberts, and later married 
Clark Pringle, a Methodist minister.  Elizabeth and Henrietta came to live with the Pringles, and later Matilda 
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joined them.  Eventually, they would have their own large families.  Catherine, Elizabeth and Matilda lived to 
an old age.  Unfortunately Henrietta was mistakenly shot in a gunfight when the shooter was aiming at her 
husband.  What happened to Hannah is unknown. 

 
How did a family of seven children make it all the way to Oregon after their patents died?  The Sager 

Orphans stuck together in their arduous journey .  They received some caring support from the wagon master, 
Captain William T. Shaw, a veteran of the war of 1812, who was traveling with his wife, Sally, and six children.  
Marcus Whitman, a physician and Protestant missionary and his wife, Narcissa, legally adopted and provided 
a caring home for the seven children, until the Whitmans were killed in the Massacre.  In Oregon City, the girls 
were placed in different homes.    

The early pioneers who settled our country had determination as they faced hardships as they 
journeyed difficult and demanding trails.  Some of the trails are still there for tourists, like us,  to briefly 
experience.  After walking in the hot sun, we could get back into our air-conditioned car for the rest of our 
journey.  It was different for the pioneers one-hundred-and-eighty years ago and even before in earlier times.  
Their only choice was to keep going.  Many paid a high price to settle our country.                   

About ten years after her arrival in Oregon, Catherine wrote an account of the Sager family's journey 
west. She hoped to earn enough money to set up an orphanage in memory of Narcissa Whitman. She never 
found a publisher. She died on August 10, 1910 at the age of 75. Her children and grandchildren saved her 
manuscript without modification, and today it is regarded as one of the most authentic accounts of the 
American westward migration 

Many of the pioneers were people of strong faith, determination, generosity, and caring who gave aid 
in unfortunate circumstances. With hard work, they overcame obstacles to reach their goal of raising their 
families in new lands of opportunity in the West. Unfortunately, there were also those who were evil.  
Thankfully, they were fewer in number than today. 

It’s been 256 years since the original thirteen colonies declared their independence and 170 plus years 
since the westward migration.  We know we have much to be thankful for to the first Americans and those 
who followed and handed down many good examples of living through difficult times. 

We can follow their examples of  strong faith, determination, generosity, and caring who gave aid in 
unfortunate circumstances.  Some of us wear shirts from Thrivent which say, “Live Generously”.  This is in 
keeping with the commandment Jesus gave us, “Love one another as I have loved you.”  

As a pastor, I get to be involved in the lives of members in happy times and challenging times.  In our 
church, we regularly pray for friends.  Here especially we want to use our opportunities to love one another.   

With all the problems and faults of our country today, it’s a good sign that earlier last fall our USA was 
named the world’s most generous country by the World Giving Index. The index has been annually released 
by the U.K.-based nonprofit Charities Aid Foundation which based its ranking on 10 years of data from annual 
World Poll surveys by Gallup.    

And at this our 256th Anniversary as a nation, we want to thank God that our government designed to 
be as Abraham Lincoln so eloquently said in his Gettysburg Address, “that this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth.” 
  Let us thank God for the blessings we have and with determination work together wherever God has 
put us and pray that faith, love and harmony increase and divisions diminish. 
 

Let us keep faith and hope, knowing we have a sure and certain hope in Christ! 
          Pastor Mitschke 
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Catherine, Elizabeth, and Matilda Sager 

met in November 1897 at the 50th anniversary commemoration of the Whitman massacre 
 

The children's names were (from oldest to youngest): 

• John Carney Sager (born 1831 in Union County, Ohio) 

• Francis "Frank" Sager (born 1833 in Union County, Ohio) 

• Catherine Carney Sager (born April 15, 1835 in Union County, Ohio) 

• Elizabeth Marie Sager (born July 6, 1837 in Union County, Ohio) 

• Matilda Jane Sager (born October 6, 1839 in Buchanan County, Missouri) 

• Hannah Louise "Louisa" Sager (born 1841 in Platte County, Missouri) 

• Henrietta Naomi "Rosanna" Sager (born May 30, 1844 along the Oregon Trail in present-
day Kansas) 

 

 
July 3              4th Sunday after Pentecost 

Independence Weekend 
“Interdependence Day” 

Galatians 6:1-10,14 
 

July 10            5th Sunday after Pentecost 
Parable of the Good Samaritan 

“Like a Good Neighbor” 
Luke 10:25-37 

 
July 17            6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Mary and Martha 
“Don’t Throw the Baby Out with the Bathwater” 

Luke 10:48-52 
 

July 24          7th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Lord’s Prayer 

“Jesus Tells Us to Pray Boldly 
with Confidence” 

Luke 11:1-13 
 

July 31          8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Parable of the Rich Fool 

“My Walk-in Closet Is Not Big Enough” 
Luke 12:13-21 
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Judy Bremer 
1215 Burns,  

Minooka, IL 60447 
 

Sandra Krause 
Continue to pray for Sandra’s well-being. 

 
Bill Richardson 

Senior Star. Room 355 
605 S. Edward Dr. 

Romeoville, IL 60446 
 

Vince Zitella 
6105 E. Hilltop Dr. 
Coal City, IL  60416 

 
Julianne Zitella-Grell 

650 S. Broadway St. Apt. 2F 
Coal City, IL 60416 

 
Roger Feiertag 

1610 Augusta Lane 
Shorewood, IL 60404 

 
The Wheelchair vehicle for Pastor Mark Willig’s use has been fully paid for through donations. Anyone wanting to 
help with funds for care and service of the vehicle can do so through Lutheran Church Charities, or to Friend’s in 

Christ Lutheran Church directly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

NID President Buss has appointed a new Circuit Visitor for us, Pastor William Ryden of Hope, Shorewood. Head Elder 

Dave Hall has been in touch with Pastor Ryden and hopes to be working with him regarding looking for a Pastor. 

 

The Elders are continuing to search for a Pastor! 

 

 

 

Sunday School… 
 

Sunday School is out for the Summer. 
 

 

 
 

On Sunday, May 22 the members of the class and one adult spoke their Confirmation vows to Christ and the  
Church and were received as communicant members of River of Life.  We rejoice with and congratulate our new 

brother and sister communicants. 
 

Their names and Confirmation Verses are: 
 

Lily Anne Keller . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 3:17 
Sage Alexis Williams . . . . . Matthew 19:26 
Ashley Elizabeth Graves . . . . . . Luke 1:37 
Landon James Sopkin . . . . . . . . John14:6 
Logan James Sopkin . . . . . . . .Joshua 1:9 

Zachary William Graves . . Revelation 2:10 
 

 
 

We now have a handheld wireless microphone for use in our sanctuary.  It was first used on Confirmation Sunday and 
works beautifully. We thank Mike MacNichol for this gift to River of Life.  



 
 

 
 

Confirmation is out for the Summer. 
 

 

 
Youth Group 

 
Plan on attending all events if possible, for some fellowship and to help our youth group! 



 

 

 

 
 

Bible Study is out for the Summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Swaddling Clothes 
Our outreach ministry for families! 

 
Open on the 2nd Saturday, and the 4th Tuesday of each month. 

 
July 9th 

8:30 am – 12 pm 
Contact Amanda Graves for any questions. 

 
July 26th 

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
 

We are looking for volunteers most Thursdays 5:45pm-6:45pm. If you’re 
interested in helping, please contact Amanda Graves.  

Contact Pam Sterle if you want to help some mornings.  
The more, the merrier! 

 

Please consider donating your time to this worthwhile ministry. 
Help is always needed and appreciated. 

 
 
 



 
 

If you need to use the LIFT, let an Elder or Usher know to assist you! 
 
 

Donating to a charity using a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD). 

If you are age 72 or older, IRS rules require you to take required minimum distributions (RMDs) each year 
from your tax-deferred retirement accounts. 

Learn how by taking your RMD as a QCD and donating directly to a charity it will not be 
considered as taxable income.  
Check the website listed below for an explanation or you can ask Vince on how it all 
works. 
https://www.fidelity.com/learning-center/personal-finance/retirement/qcds-the-
basics 
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Holy COMMUNION 
 

The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is received reverently among us.   
With COVID-19, our reception of the Sacrament is still affected. 
 

Social distancing is practiced coming forward. Communicants come to receive the Sacrament 
as singles or a family. As the first family/single leaves the Communion Table,  
the next single or family comes forward. 
 
In our distribution of the wine and the bread in the Sacrament, there is now no contact 
between the pastor/elder and the people. 
 
The bread and wine are in individual cups touched only by the communicant(s).  As the 
pastor says, “Take eat” . . ., each communicant takes his own cup with bread, “Take drink” ., 
each communicant then takes his own cup with wine. The pastor then speaks the dismissal. 
 
We followed suggestions and introduced these new precautions long ago. If you 
have comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with an elder or pastor. 
 
We appreciate the service of our Altar Guild for their beautiful service and add an extra 
thank you for their special work currently. 
 
Dave Hall, Head Elder 
 


