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New life in Christ 
 

“Just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life.  Romans 6:4 

 
Dear River of Life Members and Friends,  

 I wish you all a Blessed New Year!  I think we are all happy to see 2121 arrive. 
 We might have not been too sure we were going to make it through 2020.  It was indeed a very 
challenging year.  Limiting our family and social contacts, having to follow the safety precautions of the CDC, 
enduring shortages, and even being denied our in-church worship for a few months made 2020 a year like 
no other.  We are not finished with the pandemic, but we are thankful there is a new hope that comes with 
the beginning of the vaccines 
 Two of our members were transferred to the Church Triumphant in 2020.  It was also a year when 
one of our shut-in members began his eternal life as the result of COVID19 and other complications.    
           By the grace of God, we have made it to another year.  And so we continue living a new life in Christ, 
not because it is a new year, but because of the fact that He lived, suffered, died, and was resurrected so 
that we live each day in Him, whatever the year! 
 I read these 12 Healthy Hoorays and I thought they would helpful for you and me to consider as we 
live our lives in the Lord in this New Year.   

         
1. Remember that our hope is in the name of the Lord. Even though we have considered all the 

facts, there is always hope in Christ! 
2. Ask for Help – God’s gifts are in the people around you! 
3. Laugh out loud – at yourself and at others, and give people permission to laugh! 
4. Take care of your body – It’s the only one you have! 
5. Say “Thank You” to people as often as you can! “Thank You!” 
6. Look for trouble – More specifically, look for the troubled – the lonely, the sick, those who think 

God has forsaken them. 
7. Talk to children regularly – it’s good for them, and us! 
8. Remember your present mood is never permanent. 
9. On a scale of 1 to 10, your friends deserve a 12! 
10. Remember, that life is not fair, but God is gracious. 
11. Be – the biggest picture window to the Gospel that you can be. 
12. Things are not always as they seem – see life through the Cross and the Empty Tomb! 

 
As God’s children we can look forward to another year of being fed and nourished by God’s Word 

and Sacrament and God’s blessing of peace and the assurance that our Heavenly Father will be with 
us always. 

 
Again, I wish you all a Blessed New Year! 
In Christ, 
Pastor Mitschke 

 



 
SUNDAYS 

 

11:45am 

 

Jan. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .2nd Sun. of Christmas 
“An Unforgettable Day” 

Luke 2:40-52 
 

Jan 10 . . . . . . . . . . .1st Sun. after  Epiphany 
The Baptism of our Lord 

“The Baptism of Jesus” 
Mark 1:4-11 

 

Jan 17 . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Sun. after Epiphany 
“Can Anything Good Come out of Nazareth” 

John 1:43-51 
 

Jan 24 . . . . . . . . . . .3rd Sun. after Epiphany 
“Jonah” 

Jonah 3:1-5,10 
 

Jan 31 . . . . . . . . . .   4th Sun. after Epiphany 
“The Holy One of God” 

(Who is this Man?) 
Mark 1:21-28 

 

 
 

Don’t forget…you don’t need to Sign up any longer! 
Overflow can view service in the Fellowship Hall just like being in the sanctuary. 

You still need to wear your mask and maintain distancing. 
 
 
 

IN THE CHURCH ENTRY WAY 
Jan-Mar. Portals of Prayer 

 

2021 Offering Envelope Boxes. 
 
 

 
 
 

From the Mitschkes 
 

PHONE PROBLEM 
The house phone for the Mitschkes at times drops the call.  So far Comcast has been of no help.  
(Our oldest daughter had the same problem. Comcast discovered it was a squirrel.)  So please call 
back if it happens.  If I call you and it happens, I’ll call back.  We have one cell phone. It works fine. 

 
BRIEF TRIP 

Joan and I plan to go to Silver Dollar City in Branson, leaving Dec. 28 and returning Dec. 31. We  
will have our cell phone with us, if you need to reach us.  We will be back for Sunday, Jan 3. 

 
 
 



 

 
Deborah L. Larson 

Our friend and sister in Christ, Deborah L. Larson, was called to her heavenly home on Dec. 2.   

The Christian Service was on Dec. 18. We express our sympathy to Debbie’s husband, Glenn, 

and sister, Pam Sterle. 

 

Debbie was a member of River of Life since the beginning of our congregation and was faithful  

in worship and service at River of Life, including being on the church council, teaching Sunday  

School, directing Swaddling Clothes, and a willingness to serve wherever needed.  We will miss  

our friend Debbie.  “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm116:15 

 

KEN MAYNARD 

Ken Maynard, at this stage in life was one of our home bound members of River of Life.  On  

Dec. 13 Ken transferred to the Church Triumphant.  We express our sympathy to Ken’s wife,  

Judy Bremer. 

 

Ken served eight years in the Navy and Judy has been informed that Ken’s ashes will be placed  

In Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia.  Judy  also has difficulty in leaving home and a  

Christian Memorial Service will be held in her home. 
 
 

 
 

“Pray for each other so you may be healed” 
James 5:16 

 

Jeanette MacNichol – Home 
 

Bill Richardson – Senior Star, Romeoville 
 

Ed Wilkins - Home 
 

Homebound: 
Sandra Krause, 
Judy Maynard 

 
Do you remember these words from the musical Godspell?  They are still a good prayer for today. 

 

Day by day, dear Lord, 

These three things I pray: 

To see you more clearly, 

Love you more dearly, 

Follow you more nearly, 

Day by day. 
 

 



 
 

 

Sunday School… 
 

It will be each week at 10:45am 

Christmas Recess: 

Dec. 27, and Jan. 3 

Classes resume January 10, 2021 

 
 

 

 
January the class will finish a Review of the Creed. 

 

 

The next section will begin with a DVD on Martin Luther, followed by a study of the Church and 

 the L.C.M.S. 
 

Amanda Graves and Stephanie Davis have begun assisting our Acolytes and making the schedule  

and supporting them in their other needs.  

 

Classes Resume 

Wednesday, Jan. 6 (Epiphany) . . .. 6:00 – 7:15pm 

 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 10:45 in the downstairs Fellowship Hall  
For Faith, Fun, and Fellowship!! 

Christmas Recess: Dec. 27, and Jan. 3. Class Resumes January 10th, 2021 

 

Dave Hall will be leading an Adult Lutheran Bible Class that will cover 14 different 
lessons. The units begin with creation, and the 

last lesson falls during the reign of King David. Together, our church family will learn key 

Bible accounts and give foundational learning of how God’s plan of salvation all began. 

 
So, then faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Romans 10:17 

 
See you on Sunday!! 

 

 
 



 

Swaddling Clothes 
Our outreach ministry for families! 

Open only the 2nd Saturday of each month. 

 

January 9, 

8:30am - 12pm 
 

Please consider donating your time to this worthwhile ministry. 

Help is always needed and appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy COMMUNION 
The Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood is received reverently among us.   
With COVID-19, our reception of the Sacrament is still affected. 
 

Social distancing is practiced coming forward. Communicants come to receive the 
Sacrament as singles or a family. As the first family/single leaves the Communion Table,  
the next single or family comes forward. 
 
In our distribution of the wine and the bread in the Sacrament, there is now no contact 
between the pastor/elder and the people. 
 
The bread and wine are in individual cups touched only by the communicant(s).  As the 
pastor says “Take eat” . . ., each communicant takes his own cup with bread, “Take drink” ., 
each communicant then takes his own cup with wine. The pastor then speaks the dismissal. 
 
We followed suggestions and introduced these new precautions long ago. If you 
have comments or suggestions, please feel free to share them with an elder or pastor. 
 
We appreciate the service of our Altar Guild for their beautiful service and add an extra 
thank you for their special work currently. 
 
Dave Hall, Head Elder. 
 
 
 


